Expression of a cytomegalovirus IE-1-factor VIII cDNA hybrid gene in transgenic mice.
A construct containing the 5' end of the human cytomegalovirus major immediate early gene fused to the human coagulation factor VIII cDNA was used to produce transgenic mice. Two out of five transgenic lines transcribed the construct. The expression was consistently seen in a limited number of tissues and was highest in muscle tissues. This is in contrast to the almost ubiquitous activity demonstrated in earlier studies with the IE-1 enhancer/promoter. Human factor VIII protein was detected immunochemically in muscle tissues at levels several times higher than in human plasma.